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The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde 
 

 
With so many witty and famous lines (“A 
handbag….” to name but one!), The Importance of 
Being Earnest is not only a great piece of comedy 
but also probably Wilde’s best-known play.  
 
At the moment we’re deep in rehearsals and 
watching everything take shape is a joy.   
 
I’ve got a really talented and committed cast with 
Myles Locke, Patti Griffiths, Steven Adams, Bryony 
Cook, Kitty Fox Davis, Carrie Lambe, Gerry Wicks 
and Neil Drew. Alongside the great cast I am also 

incredibly fortunate to have a great production team with Sarah Leedham as 
my Assistant Director, Mimi Goddard as Stage Manager, Tess Gill as Deputy 
Stage Manager and Suzanne Buist as Assistant Stage Manager.  As always, I am 
extremely grateful to Margaret Skeet and Barbara Roche who have produced 
absolutely brilliant 
costumes all of which will 
be set off perfectly with 
lighting designed by Bev 
Grover. 
 
We’ll be eating mountains 
of cucumber sandwiches 
and muffins nightly at BLT 
from Tuesday 5th July until 
Saturday 9th July and then 
again in the glorious 
summer weather (I have everything crossed!) at Brighton Open Air Theatre 
(BOAT) from Thursday 21st July until Sunday 24th July (evenings at 7pm and also 
two matinees on Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th). 
 
Tickets available in the usual ways, online at www.brightonlittletheatre.com or 
via telephone on 0844 888 0432. 
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Postcards from the Edge Chair 
 
Having successfully completed our 2016 Fringe Festival productions, we are on 
the run up to our summer season with two very contrasting shows in 
rehearsal, Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest directed by Leigh 
Ward and Nick Dear’s Frankenstein directed by Claire Lewis. Both productions 
are scheduled for outdoor performances at Brighton Open Air Theatre (BOAT) 
and we’re off to The Minack in Cornwall with Frankenstein. Naturally we’re 
very excited to be on our way to Cornwall in September and equally so to be 
back at BOAT again this year. It’s a lovely venue. So pack up your picnics and 
Prosecco and come and join us there for what will be two great shows. 
 
We have also enjoyed a two night run of Nassim Soleimanpour’s White Rabbit 
Red Rabbit. It’s good to push the boundaries and this experimental piece called 
for two confident and talented actors to perform from a script they saw for the 
first time as they walked out on stage to meet their audience. The actors were 
Kirrily Long and Nik Balfe each of whom gave very different performances 
which were at times funny and at other times very thought provoking. Many 
congratulations to both Kirrily and Nik. 
 
Thanks also to Patti Griffiths, Alison Atkinson and Josie Durand for giving up 
their Sunday to give members the opportunity to attend the Stage 
Management workshop last Sunday. 
 
Finally, I’m really looking forward to our Season Launch event on 16 July. We 
have an exciting new season to look forward to, sorry that’s all I can tell you! 
Do come along to see what is in store for us in the new Season. 
 
With best wishes 
 
Felicity Clements 
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Season Launch 
Well another year has flown by and 
we’re rapidly approaching that very 
exciting time of the year again….yes, 
the 2016/17 BLT Season Launch is 
imminent! 
 
As with last year, the season will be 
‘kept under wraps’ until Saturday 16th 
July at 7pm…. 
 
The bar will be open (with the 

obligatory nibbles) and the evening will follow a similar format to last year with 
each production in the 2016/17 season unveiled (amidst much excitement!).  
Directors will then be available afterwards to talk about their shows etc. 
 
Can you let Steven Adams know if you will be attending by emailing 
stevenadams1969@gmail.com by Monday 11th July.  
 
We do hope you’ll be able to join us! 
 

 
Minack Company Tickets 
As you’ll know, we’re extremely fortunate to be 
returning to The Minack theatre in Cornwall with 
Frankenstein this year. 
 
The Minack make 20 seats available to us for each 
performance in the reserved section of the Lower 
Terraces which is stage right near the front. The 
performances are on Monday 5th September to 
Friday 9th September at 8pm and matinees on 
Tuesday and Thursday at 2pm. 
  
They are available at a cost of £11 for adults and £6 
for kids under 15. If any of your friends or family would like some of these 
tickets, please let David Peters know by Wednesday 24th August (with a 
cheque for the appropriate amount). 
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Cheques should be made payable to Brighton Little Theatre and sent to David 
at Culverden, Norlington Lane, Ringmer, BN8 5SH. 
 

 
BLT Social Media 
The techie elves have been busy and over 
the next few weeks you may notice a few 
changes relating to our website and 
associated social media sites.   
 
Our website is currently receiving a makeover to make it look nice and bright 
and modern, it is hoped this will be launched at the same time as the Season 
Launch (see below!). 
 
In addition we’ve started to reinvigorate our social media ‘presence’ and if you 
follow us on Twitter (@brighton_little) you may have noticed that the account 
has been tweeting once or twice a day recently.   
 
We’ve also just started to dip our collective toes in to the warm waters of 
Instagram.  If you’d like to follow us our handle is @brightonlittletheatre (not 
hard to remember!) so please do regram, follow and tag us! 
 
Alongside all of the above you will also be receiving your newsletter in a 
slightly different way over the next couple of months.  This will ping in to your 
email inbox as an interactive email which will contain links to individual articles 
(don’t worry if you’re wondering how you’ll live your life without a full copy of 
the Little Voice – this will also be available!).  More on this development in the 
next newsletter! 
 

 
  



Brighton Little Theatre | 9 Clarence Gardens | Brighton | BN1 2EG 
Box Office 0844 888 0432 (Box Office) 01273 777 748 (Theatre) 

BLT Garden Party 
It’s that time of year again 
where merriment flows (along 
with lots of Pimms!) in Bill and 
Patti’s garden – yes it is BLT 
Garden Party time.  This year 
the party will be held on 
Sunday 31st July 1pm – 5pm 
and all for the reasonable price 
of £3 per adult.   

 
There will be a (very) reasonable pay bar serving soft drinks, wine and Pimms 
but if beer is your tipple of choice you’ll need to bring your own. 
 
Don’t be put off if you are a new member. Please feel free to bring a friend (or 
friends!) - all are welcome. Don’t be shy. The Garden Party is a good place to 
meet other members.     
 
Food is provided by the members so please ring Patti to liaise thus avoiding an 
unpleasant coleslaw mountain. It’s not compulsory but every little helps. 
 
And if it rains?......We stay inside! 
 
Please RSVP to Patti on 01273 273848 (home) or 01273 241995 (work) or 
mobile 07872 469 034 or email patti.griffiths@kingdom-enterprises.co.uk.  
 

 
Ticket Prices 
As many of you will know ticket prices 
at the Little have remained at £9 for 
several years now.  As is always the 
way, costs have been rising a little bit 
each year and the plans for renovating 
the theatre will require a considerable 
amount of money.  Therefore, the 
committee have agreed that the time 
has now come for ticket prices to be 
increased. 
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A ‘normal’ ticket will be increased to £10, with ‘Weekender’ and ‘Bar 
Production’ tickets increased to £7.50. 
 
In addition, as you may know, if we do a musical (or similar) the ticket price will 
be slightly higher than the normal ticket price, as will also be the case for our 
Fringe production(s). 
 
The committee hopes that you’ll agree that this still represents excellent value 
for money! 
 

 
New Members’ Evening 

We’ve had quite a few new members 
join recently and if you haven’t made it 
to a play, an audition or a play reading 
there’s a chance you haven’t even 
crossed the threshold since you joined.  
 
New members are vital to the Theatre, 
so on Wednesday 3rd August at 7pm 
there’s another opportunity for you to 

come down to the theatre for a couple of hours, meet each other and some of 
the longer term members and get to know the theatre better. 
 
Even if you’ve already been to the theatre, this is an opportunity to do 
something more. It’s going to be a fun-filled evening (we hope) with 
opportunities to meet other new members and have a proper look round the 
theatre. You can have a crack at some improvisation or duologue reading or 
duologue directing, or a combination of all three. If you are more interested in 
back stage activities, there will be people on hand to talk to about your 
interests and you can completely avoid taking part in the on stage madness 
altogether if you prefer. 
 
The bar will be open and there will be nibbles a-plenty! 
 
If you would like to come, please contact Patti on 07872 469034 or 
patti.griffiths@kingdom-enteprises.co.uk so that we can more accurately judge 
the nibble mountain. 
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Little Diary 
 

Date Event Location 

Tuesday 5th –  
Saturday 9th July 

The Importance of Being 
Earnest by Oscar Wilde 
 

Theatre, 7.45pm 

Saturday 16th July BLT 2016/17 Season 
Launch 
 

Theatre, 7pm 

Thursday 21st –  
Sunday 24th July 

The Importance of Being 
Earnest by Oscar Wilde 

BOAT, 7pm (matinees 
on Saturday 23rd and 
Sunday 24th July) 
 

Sunday 31st July BLT Garden Party 192  Balfour Road, 1pm 
– 5pm 
 

Wednesday 3rd August New Members’ Evening Theatre, 7.30pm 
 

Tuesday 16th –  
Saturday 20th August 
 

Frankenstein by Nick 
Dear 

Theatre, 7.45pm 

Thursday 25th – Sunday 
28th August 

Frankenstein by Nick 
Dear 

BOAT, 7pm (matinees 
on Saturday 27th and 
Sunday 28th August) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The next issue of The Little Voice will be published towards the end of July.  If 

you have anything you would like to include, please send this via email to  
Leigh Ward on leigh.m.ward@gmail.com  

by Friday 29th July. 


