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The Wizard of Oz 
 
Join Dorothy, Toto the dog, The Scarecrow, The Tin Man and The Cowardly Lion as they 
follow the yellow brick road to Brighton Little Theatre this Christmas to see The Wizard of 
Oz! 
 

What better at Christmas than a quick trip 
to see a wizard?  
 
We’ve got three weeks to go and are busy 
in rehearsal for our production of The 
Wizard of Oz.  It’s looking like we are going 
to have a cracking show! 
 
For me this production has truly 
personified all the things that I love about 
Brighton Little Theatre. I know I am 

directing the show but it honestly does feel like a complete team effort. I have the best cast 
and crew who are working tirelessly.  I’m really pleased we’ve got quite a few new faces in 
the mix as well! 
 
Steven Adams and Chris Smith are a constant support, and honestly nothing beats an Adams 
Set!  
 
As you can hopefully see from our truly beautiful photos by the wonderful Miles Davies, our 
costumes are incredible. Myles Locke, Hep Sessa and Ann Atkins have done themselves (and 
us!) proud! 
 
No one could ask for a better team!  Our fun and festive 
production really does have brains, heart and courage. 
 
Tickets are going amazingly fast so get in there quick to 
see are great show. 
 
Mimi Goddard 
Director 
 
The Wizard of Oz opens on Friday 9th December and 
runs through until Saturday 17th December (11 
performances), with evening performances on 9th, 10th 
and 12th – 17th December and matinees on 10th, 11th 
and 17th December. 
 
Tickets available in the usual ways, online at 
www.brightonlittletheatre.com or via telephone on 
0844 888 0432. 
 

http://www.brightonlittletheatre.com/
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Postcards from the Edge Chair 
 
The 2016/17 season began with our new directors Suzanne Buist and Faye 
Woodbridge bringing us a delightful double bill, Box and Cox and Don’t Blame 
It On The Boots, two highly entertaining one act plays. Thanks, as ever, to the 
cast and crew. 
 
Brighton Little Theatre never rests and rehearsals for our exciting Christmas 
production, The Wizard of Oz, (with Mimi Goddard’s hand firmly at the tiller) 
are under way. Advance bookings are very busy so, as they say, book now to 
avoid disappointment! 
 
On the renovation front, following a further meeting with the architects, the 
committee have been presented with a revised set of plans. These will be 
discussed by committee and in the next few weeks I will be writing out to all 
members with an outline of the proposals.  
 
With best wishes 
Felicity Clements 
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Audition Notice 
The Actress by Peter Quilter 

 
Performances:  
Tuesday 21st – Saturday 25th March 2017 
 
Audition Date:   
Sunday 27th November, 12noon 
 
Director:   
Leigh Ward 
leigh.m.ward@gmail.com 

 
 

“That’s who actors are – the happiest, 
saddest people you’ll ever meet” 

 
A colourful and complicated actress makes her emotional farewell 
performance as people from her life invade her dressing room.  They say their 
goodbyes, declare their love, roar with laughter, spit insults, grab a final 
embrace, and renew old battles.  
 
Whilst most of the action takes place in Lydia’s (the actress) dressing room, we 
also see parts of her final performance in The Cherry Orchard. 
 

Character Description Playing age 

Lydia Martin The Actress. A great part for a strong female actor.  A 
famous and successful actress, Lydia is feisty and funny 
but also sad and emotional. Also plays Lubov in scenes 
from The Cherry Orchard. Needs to smoke on stage. 

40s/50s 

Katherine Lydia’s dresser.  Admires Lydia and acts as an unofficial 
confidante and friend. 

30s/40s 

Nicole Lydia’s daughter.  Loves her mother but has always 
been irritated by her fame.  Needs to smoke on stage. 

20s/30s 

Charles Lydia’s fiancée.  Wealthy and older than Lydia yet “with 
a twinkle in his eye”. Also plays Lopakhin in scenes 
from The Cherry Orchard. 

50s 

Margaret The Company Manager. Exasperated with Lydia. 40s 

Paul Lydia’s handsome ex-husband.  They had a fiery and 
passionate past and he can’t quite let go of her. Also 
plays Gaev in scenes from The Cherry Orchard. 

40s 

Harriet Lydia’s long-standing agent.  Can’t accept that Lydia, 
her best client, is retiring. Needs to smoke on stage. 

40s/50s 

 

mailto:leigh.m.ward@gmail.com
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The Playboy of the Western World – cast and crew 
January 31st – February 4th 2017 

 

 
 
Cast   Crew 

 
 

Christy Mahon Nik Balfe  Director Nick Roche 
Old Mahon John Hartnett  Assistant to Director Felicity Clements 
Michael James 
Flaherty 

Mike Skinner  Stage Manager Lynne Rule Peters 

Pegeen Mike Charlotte Atkinson  Assistant Stage Manager Juliet Hartnett 
Widow Quin Dee Forrest  Set Design Steven Adams 
Shawn Keogh Ben Taylor  Costumes Barbara Campbell 
Philly Cullen Jason Lever    
Jimmy Farrell Steven Adams    
Honor Blake Abigail Hyde    
Susan Brady Lana Jordan    
Sara Tansey TBC    

 
The part of Sara Tansey remains uncast.  The playing age is late teens/early 20sand she is 
one of three giggly peasant girls. It’s not a demanding role but is, nevertheless, an important 
part of the ensemble.  
 
If you’re interested in finding out more about the part please contact Felicity Clements on 
07776 238 368. 
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Play Reading 
Tuesday 29th November, 7.30pm 

 
The eight-year-old pupils of Flint Street 
Primary School, all played by adults, 
perform the nativity play for their 
parents. The story is based on real 
events, collected over a period of ten 
years from members of Tim Firth's family 
and friends who were teachers. 
 
For time-starved teachers at the end of 
term, the casting of a nativity is an 
object lesson in social engineering and 
appeasement. In the darkest vaults of 
each infant school is an unspoken 
template which can be slapped on any 
class register: MARY - give it to the girl 
whose parents are the most 
trouble. JOSEPH - the docile boy who is 
happy being led round like a Victorian 
orphan but would protest at being the 
donkey. DONKEY - give it to the kid who 
doesn't mind being a donkey. (There is 

always one of these and chances are they will achieve the greatest happiness in later 
life). GABRIEL - give it to the girl who could've been Mary but whose parents were 
less trouble. SHEPHERDS - any child who won't go on without their best friend. WISE 
MEN - any child who won't go on without their best friend but can also be trusted to 
carry out a simple motor function when glared at. STAR OF BETHLEHEM - save this 
for the child is odds-on to back out at the last minute. No-one misses the 
star. NARRATORS - these are your Corinthian pillars. 
 
The lesson learned first-hand by the children prepares them for one of the toughest 
issues they will ever have to face in adulthood, which is this: the part you end up 
with in life may not be the part you feel you deserve. The dock leaf to the sting, 
however, is that very often what you thought to be the best part turns out not to be 
so.   
 
This last play reading for 2016 is a delightful piece which will resonate with all of us 
who have been teachers, parents and/or primary school pupils (and that’s, well, 
everyone).  
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Please let Alison know if you are planning to attend so that we can make sure that 
we have plenty of tea, coffee, biscuits and seats.  Alison can be contacted on 07946 
410767 or by email at alison.atkinson4@gmail.com    
 
If you haven’t been to one of our play readings before, why not give it a try.  Scripts 
and refreshments are provided, and the evening is very relaxed and friendly, with 
lots of laughs.   Everyone will have the opportunity to read although it is unlikely that 
anyone will retain the same part throughout the evening. 
 

 
 

Gerr outta my pub! 
 
Ever wondered what it's 
like to ring the bell for last 
orders and yell "gerr outta 
my pub" Peggy Mitchell 
style? 
 
Well now's your chance! 
 
We are always looking for 
volunteers to cover the bar 
during our productions and 
it's a great way to meet old 
and new members and learn how our theatre works.  The bar is really easy and 
full training is given.   
 
Our membership also support us with Stewards, Front of House and Box Office 
at each of our shows. So, if you're interested in volunteering for any of these 
roles, please don't hesitate to contact Frankie Knight via email 
Frankie@Brandwatch.com or via text on 07915 054782. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:Alison.atkinson4@gmail.com
mailto:Frankie@Brandwatch.com
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Urinetown Workshop 
 
On Sunday 13th November 
several members spent part 
of the afternoon honing their 
singing skills with Gary Nock. 
 
Everyone learnt the opening 
number from our Fringe 
Festival production of 
Urinetown (May 2017), 
including a choreographed 
routine courtesy of Patti 
Griffiths! 
 
It was a great afternoon and all of those present had a brilliant time stretching 
their vocal chords. 
 
A huge thanks for Gary (and Patti) for running the workshop! 
 

 
A Tale of Two Cities 

 
Linda Reynolds, Andy 
Osbourne and Rachel 
Reeves of BLT had the 
opportunity to be extras in 
the recent production of A 
Tale of Two Cities at the 
Theatre Royal in Brighton. 
They had a great week 
working alongside 
professional actors in a high 

quality, critically acclaimed show. Linda said of her experience at the Theatre 
Royal “It was exciting to work at the theatre and also with a professional 
touring company and great to make some new acting friends”. 
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New Website! 
 
After several weeks of 
designing and tweaking 
(!) we’ve now got a 
bright and modern new 
website. 
 
The new website has all 
the usual information 
about our current 
season etc. and also now 
has a dedicated ‘News & 
Reviews’ section. 

 
The new website is also fully optimised for mobiles and tablets so 
you can check in on us where ever and whatever you’re doing! 
 
If you haven’t had a look already, please do point 
your mouse to  www.brightonlittletheatre.com. 
 
If you have any suggestions about things you’d 
like to see on the website let us know by 
emailing webmaster@brightonlittletheatre.com. 
 
Happy surfing! 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.brightonlittletheatre.com/
mailto:webmaster@brightonlittletheatre.com
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Review of Comedy@TheLittle 
 
Unfortunately the review for Comedy@TheLittle didn’t make it on to The Argus 
website.  It is reproduced in full below. 
 
Being funny is much harder than playing straight: being funny about acting 
straight requires something extraordinary.  Brighton Little Theatre’s new 
production of two short comedies stretched talent to the utmost to enormous 
effect.  
 

Box and Cox, directed by Suzanne Buist, 
bounced and sparkled, even without Sullivan’s 
score.  Neil Drew as the hapless hatter was 
comical in every fibre of his being, eyes popping 
with incredulous horror as Mrs Bouncer’s 
deception dawned upon him. Cameron 
Corcoran made a nicely thuggish printer, (if 

unlikely lost brother) whilst Patti Griffiths had endless fun as a landlady on the 
make. 
 
But the farcical absurdities of Box and Cox 
were earthbound in contrast to the Kiss A 
Toad production of Hamlet in Don’t Blame 
it on the Boots. The silver boots of a 
thespian played the Ghost. Or did they? 
The audience doesn’t know, any more than 
Eric does, or a demented Ophelia, Gina 
May Jamieson superb as a really dreadful 
ingénue.  The excellent amateur Little 
Theatre company, under director Faye 
Woodbridge, played a terrible amateur 
company under the exasperated Kate, fruitlessly shouting at a hopeless cast 
and irritated wardrobe mistress. It was farce at a cracking pace, hilariously well 
done with daft programme notes to match. 
 
 
 
Louise Schweitzer 
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Little Diary 
 

Date Event Location 

27th November (7pm) 
 

Auditions for The Actress BLT 

29th November, 7.30pm 
 

Flint Street Nativity (by Tim 
Frith)  
Play Reading  

BLT 

9th – 17th December 
 

The Wizard of Oz BLT 

18th December, 7pm 
 

BLT Christmas Party BLT Bar 

17th January, 7.30pm Play Reading BLT Bar 
 

31st January – 4th February 
(7.45pm) 

The Playboy of the Western 
World  
 

BLT 

 

 
The next issue of The Little Voice will be published in early January.  If you 
have anything you would like to include, please send this via email to Leigh 

Ward on leigh.m.ward@gmail.com 
by Friday 30th December 2016. 


