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Tuesday 30th January – Saturday 3rd February  
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Beyond Therapy, a comedy by Christopher Durang 
Tuesday 30th January – Saturday 3rd February 
 

As I arrived at the theatre 
before rehearsal to go through 
the list of props still needed – a 
restaurant receipt tray, a 
bottle of red wine (not for 
drinking, at least, not until 
after the last night!) – I opened 
the front door to the Youth 
Group rehearsing in any 
available corner of the 
building. It was wonderful to 

see – not only is Brighton Little Theatre a permanently working theatre, which still after all 
these years thrills me, but it’s also one in which people learn how all areas of a production 
run. Better still, they learn whilst doing!  
 
Learning whilst participating is something that has been a large element of the rehearsal 
process for Beyond Therapy. I was given the opportunity to fill one of the New Director slots 
in the 2016-2017 season, so, admittedly, not entirely my first time at the helm but still a 
learning process. It is one that has been made less daunting with help from Steven Adams 
and his, as always, amazing set (so many wheels!!!), Stephen ‘Derek’ Evans and his 
unflappable knowledge of Stage Managing, and Claire Ghiaci who as our very organised 
DSM has, like me, been learning throughout the production – this being her first. 
 
With just a few days to go before we open, and 
with everyone off book, our next big task is to 
make the set move smoothly and swiftly and 
with as few accidents as possible. Whist Jade 
(Doig), Ciaran (O’Connor) and Neil (Drew) will 
undoubtedly be dreaming – nightmaring? – of 
phone rings before we open, I expect Marc 
(Pinto) and Stephen (Evans again) will truly 
learn to hate setography (for that’s what it 
feels like). We will continue to try not to 
destroy any of the beautiful NYC skyline 
painted by Tom Williams whilst we move restaurants, offices and living rooms from here to 
there and back again. 
 
It’s on these sliding floors that the cast – Ciaran, Jade, Neil, Patti (Griffiths), Des (Potton) and 
Marc – can be found trying to figure out who’s character is the biggest crackpot (hint: it’s all 
of them!). For in a play where characters look to therapy to help them with their romantic 
tangles, what help is there to be had when the therapists are either barking mad 
(sometimes literally) or sleeping with the person they’re meant to advise? It’s been joyous 
learning from all the wonderful actors involved; those I’ve known for years such as Patti, 
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Des and Neil, as well as those with whom this is my first time working - Ciaran, Jade and 
Marc. Each of them with their own inimitable style and talent; all of them coming together 
to create something that will hopefully, if just for the couple of hours people will be 
watching it, make the dreary and damp January / February seem a little bit brighter. 
 
Faye Woodbridge 
Director 
 
Beyond Therapy opens on Tuesday 30th January and runs through until Saturday 3rd 
February (5 performances).  Tickets available in the usual ways, online at 
www.brightonlittletheatre.com or via telephone on 0844 888 0432. 
 

 
Postcards from the Edge Chair 
 
A somewhat belated  … Happy New Year everyone! 
 
We’ve started the year as we mean to go on – busy, busy, busy! 
 
Congratulations to Steven Adams and the entire cast for a great Christmas 
show. It was good to be back in Narnia again this time aboard the mighty Dawn 
Treader visiting the farthest edges of the Eastern world! 
 
Faye Woodbridge and her cast and crew are well into their rehearsals for 
Christopher Durang’s Beyond Therapy which opens on Tuesday 30th January. I 
haven’t seen this play before, but I’ve read it and it just leaps off the page. It’s 
an insane and fast-paced comedy which is not to be missed. So, make sure you 
book your tickets now. 
 
At the time of writing we’ve also cast two of our upcoming productions - Noel 
Coward’s Present Laughter which is to be directed by Leigh Ward and Murder 
on The Brighton Twine which is to be performed for one night at the Royal 
Pavilion to guests of the Mayor of Brighton and Hove in support of the mayoral 
charities. Claire Lewis is also embarking on casting for King Charles III our first 
Festival production and auditions for Richard Lindfield’s production of When 
The Wind Blows are on 4th February.  
 
Work on the theatre renovation is progressing well and great strides are being 
made on our fundraising activities. The project will be the subject of a separate 
report which is due to be published to members at the end of January. 
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On a sad note, most of you will be aware 
that life member David Peters has passed 
away after a battle with cancer. He 
deserves all the tributes which have been 
paid to him by his many friends at Brighton 
Little Theatre. David was a staunch 
supporter of the theatre. With his wife 
Lynne, he was my trusty Stage Manager on 
a number of productions. He was a long-

standing member of Brighton Little Theatre’s Committee and was Company 
Treasurer for many years, until April 2017. David was always a pleasure to 
work with. He was honest, reliable and trustworthy and he will be very sadly 
missed.   
 
David's funeral will take place on Friday, 2nd February, 2.30pm at Woodvale 
Crematorium in Brighton. We are also invited to join Lynne and their family 
afterwards at The Anchor Pub, Lewes Road, Ringmer. Lynne has said that black 
clothing is not necessary. The funeral is to be a celebration of David’s life. 
 
Family flowers only requested, but donations to the St. Peter & St. James 
Hospice in Chailey would be welcomed and can be made, if desired, via 
Grace Independent Funeral Directors, 74 Springett Avenue, Ringmer, BN8 
5QX or online at https://www.justgiving.com/stpeterstjames.  
 
With best wishes 
Felicity Clements 
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Cast Update – Murder on the Brighton Twine 
Friday 9th March (1 performance at Royal Pavillion for Mayor’s Charities) 
 
As many of you already know, Mo Marsh, Mayor of the City of Brighton and 
Hove and long-time member of Brighton Little Theatre has invited us to 
perform in a murder mystery at a Royal Pavillion Dinner in support of the Five 
Mayoral Charities – The Martlets, Rise, SX Heart Charity, Clocktower Homeless 
Charity and Albion in the Community. The script has been penned by best-
selling thriller writer, Peter James, especially for the occasion and we’re 
delighted to announce that we have an excellent cast! 
 
Director/Producer: Felicity Clements 
 
Narrator: Chris Dangerfield 
 
Norman Volks-Miller: Peter Jukes 
 
Peter Perry: Gerry Wicks 
 
Katie Cowell: Sarah Drew 
 
DI Dora Belle: Suzanne Buist 
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Cast Update – Present Laughter 
Sunday 11th – Saturday 17th March (7 performances)* 
 
Director: Leigh Ward 
 
Garry Essendine: Paul Morley 
 
Liz Essendine: Mandy-Jane Jackson 
 
Monica Reed: Tess Gill 
 
Miss Erikson: Mimi Goddard 
 
Fred: Nik Balfe 
 
Joanna Lyppiatt: Sarah Griffin 
 
Henry Lyppiatt: Mike Skinner 
 
Morris Dixon: Steven Adams 
 
Daphne Stillington: Charlotte Atkinson 
 
Roland Maule: Neil Drew 
 
Lady Saltburn: Carrie Lambe 
 
* Please note: the slightly changed dates of this production. 
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Sir Edward at 80! 
Saturday 3rd March 7.30pm 
 
We are delighted to announce that our long-
time member, (Sir) Edward Wickham, who has 
recently celebrated his 80th birthday, will be 
entertaining us with ‘songs from the shows’.  
 
He will be performing for members and friends 
in a cabaret style evening in the bar at Brighton 
Little Theatre.  
 
Doors open at 7pm and tickets are £7.50 each. Pay on the door. Proceeds to the Brighton 
Little Theatre Renovation Fund. 
 
As places will be limited it will be first come first served! 
 
To reserve your seat(s) please RSVP to Felicity Clements on either 
felicityclements@btinternet.com or by text to 07776238368. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
 

Go on, why not volunteer for Bar & Front of House? 
 
Ever wondered what it's like to ring 
the bell for last orders and yell "gerr 
outta my pub" Peggy Mitchell style?  
Well now's your chance! 
 
We are always looking for 
volunteers to cover the bar during 
our productions and it's a great way 
to meet old and new members and 
learn how our theatre works.  The 
bar is really easy and full training is 
given.   
 

Our membership also supports us with Stewards, Front of House and Box Office at each of 
our shows. So, if you're interested in volunteering for any of these roles, please don't 
hesitate to contact Frankie Knight via email sunshinefrankie26@gmail.com or via text on 
07915 054782. 
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Audition Notice 
When the Wind Blows by Raymond Briggs 
 
Director:  Richard Lindfield 
 
Auditions:  7.30pm, Sunday 4th 

February 2018 
 
Production: 22nd - 26th May 

(Fringe Festival 2) 
 
Rehearsals:  Starting mid-April, with 

some possible daytime 
rehearsals. 

 
An unpredictable, oddly coiffed, leader 
threatens the world with massive 
firepower (take your pick). The finger presses the button. What happens next? 
This darkly disturbing two-hander is based on the early 1980’s civil defence 
pamphlet, Protect and Survive. Jim and Hilda Bloggs are an ordinary, working-
class couple caught up in extraordinary circumstances. Armed only with a 
screwdriver, emergency rations and a protractor from their son’s old geometry 
kit they set about building a make-shift shelter. But will it be enough to save 
them from the Powers-That-Be? 
 
I am looking for two actors (one m, one f) with a playing age of 65+.  You will 
need to learn the audition pieces so I am confident you are ok at remembering 
all those lines! 
 
Because of inevitable rehearsal clashes, I won’t be able to use anyone who is 
cast in the preceding production, King Charles III. 
 
For more information and audition pieces, please contact Richard: 
richard.lindfield@tiscali.co.uk or call 07980 303605. 
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Workshop 
Applying Technique to Characterisation 
Sunday 25th February 2018, 1pm – 4pm 
 
Cost:  £5.00 
Workshop Leader: Judi 
Campbell 
 
Please bring a short, 
prepared speech 
(approx. 10 lines) of 
your own choice from a 
play or novel. Please 
bring a spare copy for 
Judi. 
 
Judi has worked as a professional director, actor and teacher. As a long-term 
member of BLT, Judi has also directed and acted in our theatre and has given 
us great workshops in the past, demonstrating her comprehensive knowledge 
of theatre and inspirational teaching ability. 
 
Please wear comfortable clothes and footwear AND don't forget your reading 
glasses should you need them!    
 
Please, send your payment online to: - 
 
Nat West, sort code 60-13-09, account 42326818. Please use ‘WKSP’ and then 
your name as the reference. 
 
If you don't do online banking you can send a cheque made payable to 
Brighton Little Theatre to: - 
 
Patti Griffiths (Character Workshop) 
31 George Street 
Brighton BN2 1RH 
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Improvisation Workshop 
Thursday 8th, 15th, 22nd February and 1st March 
7.00-9.30 

 
Does the idea of doing improvisation 
fill you with terror and dread....? Well 
no more my friends! Mimi Goddard 
and Stephen (Derek) Evans are running 
some amazingly fun, exciting and 
totally non-terrifying workshops on the 
wonderful world of improvisation. 
 

It doesn’t matter if you are a complete novice or pro, there is something for 
everyone. We will be covering some simple and fun improv games, styles and 
ideas in a way that anyone can enjoy, all you have to do is say YES (that’s an 
improv-ism by the way... see your already learning!). 
 
‘But why would I do this?’ I hear you say….Well, learning some basic improv 
skills can help in so many ways, in everyday and theatre life. It helps to build 
confidence, it helps you develop characterisation, thinking on your feet, 
audition technique, just basically makes you a more awesome person in 
general and much much more. So, what are you waiting for? Sign up and come 
and join Mimi and Stephen.  
 
If you have questions, queries, fears or doubts don’t hesitate to contact Mimi 
on mimigoddard@gmail.com for more information.  
 
Price: £5 each session, £15 for pre-booking all four sessions! 
 
Please send your payment online to:  
 
Nat West, sort code 60-13-09, account 42326818. Please use ‘IMPROV’ and 
then your name as the reference. 
 
If you don't do online banking you can send a cheque made payable to 
Brighton Little Theatre to: 
 
Patti Griffiths (Improv), 31 George Street, Brighton, BN2 1RH 
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Little Diary 

 
Date Event Location 

30th January – 3rd February, 7.45pm Beyond Therapy by Christopher Durang BLT 
Sunday 4th February, 7.30pm When the Wind Blows auditions BLT 
Thursday 8th February, 7pm Improv Workshop BLT Bar 
Thursday 15th February, 7pm Improv Workshop BLT Bar 
Thursday 22nd February, 7pm Improv Workshop BLT Bar 
Sunday 25th February, 1pm Applying Technique to Characterisation 

Workshop 
BLT Bar 

Thursday 1st March, 7pm Improv Workshop BLT Bar 
Saturday 3rd March, 7.30pm Sir W at 80! BLT Bar  
Sunday 11th – Saturday 17th March, 
various times 

Present Laughter by Noel Coward BLT 

 
 

The next issue of The Little Voice will be published in late February.  If you have anything 
you would like to include, please send this via email to Leigh Ward on 

leigh.ward@brightonlittletheatre.com.  
by Friday 16th February 2018. 


